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In a class on Anglo-
American
Postmodernity I've
been frustrated by how
assignments are
designed. We recently
received our first paper
back, and | was
surprised and
somewhat amused to
find that almost all of
the best students
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(1.e. those who have
taken the most interest
In the material, who
have asked the most
Insightful questions,
and whom | would just
generally like to sit
down and have a long
talk with about the
material) got rather
crummy grades.
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Of about five of the
students | have talked
to, all students who |
see as brighter than
myself and who |
would like to have
look over my work,
only one did well while
several did miserably.
After talking with
different people
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|'ve come to suspect
that the reason is these
students were not
content to simply
regurgitate
Information. We
realized that what the
professor and TA want
IS basically a boat-load
of citations to answer
the relatively simple
guestions.

YEPORT CARD




I've been somewhat
amused by the result of
this, because It has made
the last first and the first
last--normally C students
got mostly A's, while the
normally A students got
C's. But it is also BN o,
frustrating, because the A il
path of least resistance to ¥\ Ot
an A s intellectual
mediocrity.




We all laughed at ourselves
because we spent hours on
a paper that was really an
easy Ato get B'sand C's.
What this does, however, is
Incentivize acquiescence
and intellectual apathy.
I've run into this now in a
few classes, and am
beginning to worry that |
will not survive seminary
with a shred of intellectual
rigor left in me.




LEARNMG [N DOING: SOCIAL COGRMTIVE, AND COMPUTATIONAL PERSPECTIVES



Participation - Reification
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Imagination




Imagination

“I remember once standing with
my children around a globe and
pointing proudly: “This is where
we live.” They were duly
Impressed — not for a moment
doubtful, yet a little puzzled — and
| started to reflect on the kind of
process by which it made sense to
Indicate a point on a globe and
claim it is where we live... It was
not iImagination as opposed to fact,
because the issue was not whether <
what | was saying was factual.




Imagination

At issue was constructing a picture
of the world such that it did make
sense to point to a globe and say
that we live “there.” We talked
about the earth, the solar system,
and gravity, and from that
perspective | think that it did seem
rather exciting to them to think
that, indeed, we live “there” — little
stick figures glued to a huge
revolving planet.”
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Repertoire










Participation - Reification

Imagination Repertoire
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Repeated and ongoing
Patient and attentive
Reverential, humble
Charitable, Just
Open to moral demands #%;=" %
Communal, traditioned s
Seeks transformation
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